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BIRDS \VELJHER VAl!TES 

There appears t o  be  l i t t l e  i n  the mtural h i s t o w  boolcs about the tendency 

Of b i rds  t o  s t a d  o r  s i t  facing tho wind; hence the following pasfaage from Horbort 0. 

Pontingts UGroat m i t o  South’l is worth quoting. Ho is doscribing a v i s i t  t o  a ppon- 

rookery at Cape Royds during Scot t ls  Antarctic expedition. 

IQccasionally I noticed that a l m o s t  every penguin in the colony, whether 

s i t t i ng  o r  standing, was facing in the same direction, whilst at other times they 

Would be facing every point of the compass. I was f o r  a while puzzled bzr t h i s  

‘JWnimity of f ront ,  u n t i l  I remembered that Lafcadla Hearn had once asked h i s  

Japanese rickshaw runner why i t  was t ha t  a nmber of birds  s i t t i n g  on a telegraph 

Wire all faced the same way. 

birds always wind-to facing si t .  I 

The l i t e r a l  translation of the reply was:  ‘ L i t t l e  

ffIThere  la^ the explanation. Surely enough, when al l  the penguins faced 

i n  a cer ta in  direction, i t  was from that quarter the breeze vas blowing; and as 

often as they were facing haphazard, it invariably happened that there was e i ther  

no wind at a l l  o r  none worth montioningen 
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