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NEINSPAFEEi STOIiM lARNINQS 

On February 14, 18'77, t h e  New York Herald sen t  t h e  fol lowing cablegram t o  

&rope: "Heavy gales may be expected about t h e  19th  on the  B r i t i s h  and French 

Coasts." %is warning was based upon the  f a c t  t h a t  a storm had just l e f t  t h e  shores  

Of Axerica headed east, 

19 th  and the c e n t e r  reached London the  fol lowing morning. 

land and sea. 

The storm s t ruck  the coas t  of I r e l and  on t h e  evening of the 

I t  caused much damage by 

Such was t h e  auspic ious  beginning of a memorable en te rp r i se .  For two years  

the  Herald continued t o  c a b l e  circumstantial warnings of storms expected t o  c r o s s  

the  A t l a n t i c ,  and these  were widely published i n  European newspapers as wel l  as i n  

b u l l e t i n s  of the  o f f i c i a l  meteorological  se rv ices .  

of controversy about the  va lue  o f  such messages, m d  from what we now know about 

the  e r r a t i c  behavior  of storms on the A t l a n t i c  i t  i s  ev ident  t h a t  the  e n t e r p r i s e  was 

much too ambitious,  An a n a l y s i s  of t he  r o s u l t s  during the  f i r s t  eleven months of 

the undertaking,  mado by R. H. Sco t t  i n  England, shoved t h a t  on ly  45 Per cent .  of 

tho pred ic t ions  were f a i r l y  succoesful.  

There was, however, a good d e a l  

The p r o j e c t  conta ined ,  however, the germ of  a n  idoa that was taken up i n  

1886 by the  U. S. Signal  Serv ice ,  which then  began sending d a i l y  cablegrams t o  

London and P a r i s  conta in ing  the result8 of meteorological  observa t ions  at the Bmeri- 

can weather s t a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s  of Fea the r ,  s torms,  ice,  d e r e l i c t s ,  e t c .  , on the 

Western North A t l a n t i c  gathered jerom steamehips a r r i v i n g  i n  New Y O r k ,  BCston and 

Eh il ad e I ph fa. 

Today r ad io  communlcaticn between s h i p s  and shore h a s  made poss ib l e  a 

v a s t l y  more e f f i c i e n t  s e rv i ce  cf etorm warnings f o r  the  North A t l a n t i c  and the  

western shores  of Europe. 
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