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METEOROLOGY TE 

A paradox never y e t  explained i E  the  f a c t  t h a t  although p a i n t e r s  gener- 

a l l y  s tudy anatomy and take  care not  t o  do violence t o  i t s  teachings i n  t h e i r  

P i c tu re s ,  they seldom study e i t h e r  astronomy o r  meteorology and o f t e n  pa in t  as i f  

ne i the r  of those sc i ences  ex is ted .  No ar t iPt  bu t  a d e l i b e r a t e  caricaturist would 

dream of dep ic t ing  a woman wi th  two noses ,  ye t  a ce l eb ra t ed  English l andscap i s t ,  no t  

many years  a g o ,  not  only pa in ted  a rainbow wi th  i t s  c o l o r s  inver ted ,  but was indig- 

nant when asked t o  c o r r e c t  the  mistake. He f i n a l l y  y ie lded  t o  persuasion - and 

charged the  purchaser of t h e  p a i n t i n g  twenty guineas  e x t r a  f o r  making the  rainbow 

obey the laws of opt ics4 

I t  i s  notor ious  t h a t  many art ists  make no bones about showing the  moon 

in  the  wrong phase o r  the wrong pos i t i on  - while  t h e  astounding spec tac l e  of a 

s t a r r y  sky with p a r t  of the  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s  backwards and the  r e s t  i n  n O m 1  a t t i t u d e  

has been displayed f o r  years on the  c e i l i n g  of the Grand Cent ra l  ra i lway s t a t i o n  i n  

York - but i t  i s  probable t h a t  scrambled metoorology is  even more preva len t  i n  

Pa in t ings  than scrambled astronomy. 

included - have taken wi th  such t k i n g s  as c louds ,  l i g h t n i n g ,  sky c o l o r s  and rain-  

bows would make a g h a s t l y  catalogue. 

The l i b e r t i e s  t h a t  p a i n t e r s  - t h e  "o ld  masters" 

!The l a t e  S i r  Norman Lockyer was i n  the  h a b i t  of v i s i t i n g  the annual exhib- 

i t i o n s  of p i c t u r e s  a t  the  Royal Academy, i n  London, and subsequently repor t ing  i n  

of which h e  was e d i t o r ,  which pa in t ings  were good and which bad from the  

meteorological s tandpoint .  His son Dr .  W. J,  S. Lockyer has  done likewise i n  more 

recent  years.  

more i n s t r u c t i v e  than Ruskin's  diecuesion of sky effects i n  "Modern Painters ."  

!their cri t icisms, because founded on sound s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge, are 
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