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_I THE ttRIRIOUS FIBTIES." m. 

S a i l o r s  have been familiar f o r  generations with the ItRoaring Forties11 - 
the portion of the southern hemisphere lying between l a t i t u d e s  40 and 50, where, with 

but l i t t l e  land t o  obstruct them, the "brave west windstt blow tQith boisterous 

strength. 

and are by no m e a s  confined t o  westerly quadrants, though tvesterly directions pre- 

dominate. 

The s t rong winds of t h i s  region w e ,  as a matter of f a c t ,  cyclonic Stoims 

Only i n  recent times have regions s t i l l  f a r t h e r  south acquired correspond- 

ing nicknames. I n  the narrat ive of the ttScotiat' expedition, published i n  1906, Dr. 

J *  H* Harvey P i r i e ,  w r i t i n g  o f  the oceanic .sea south o f  lat i tude 50, s a y s :  "If t h i s  

lVild waste o f  waters had l a i n  on  the regular t rack  of any ships,  i t  would have been 

named the 'Furious F i f t i e s , !  I should s a y .  Compared with these l a t i t u d e s  the 

'roaring1 o f  the 'Forties1 i s  

hyena o r  the dismal wail o f  a l o s t  Soul." 

the b lea t  of a lamb t o  the melancholy hovrl o f  a 

The name "Furious F i f t i e s "  hns since appeared i n  several other accounts of 

b t a X C t i C  Voyages. More recent ly  H. G. ponting, i n  h i s  reminiscences o f  S c o t t l s  

expedition, has referred t o  the "Shrieking Sixt iosl '  and the !!Frigid Soventids The 

"Eighties," so far as 1 an aware, are s t i l l  niclmanelsss- 
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