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Some of the most  remarkable dust s t o r m s  that  have a f f l i c t e d  Australia 

Occurr5d i n  the year 1902 as a r e s u l t  o f  a severe drought. 

in New South Wales, &drew Nobte wrote: 

Of conditions that  yew 

!!The s o i l ,  made l o o s e  and f r i a b l e  by the prolonged absence of r a i n ,  no 

longar able t o  wi ths tmd the wind, 12s swirled up and carr ied across country. 

m a y  cases i t  was t o r n  uq t o  5 depth o f  one f o o t ,  o r  down t o  s o l i d  C l a y .  

t i o n  i n  the Wileaunia d i s t r i c t  100,000 acres ma3 l e f t  as bare as a f l o o r ,  upon which 

a hewy r e i n  t h z t  followed had no a f fec t .  I n  one case 12  f e e t  of  sand was deposited 

I n  

On a sta- 

in a bank i n  three months. 

@d and. eventually formed a dune. 

WY, and even a second s tory to the fence shared a similar f a t e .  

Wherever a l i t t l e  res is tance offered, the sand accurnulat- 

Wire-netted rabbit-proof fences were buried i n  t h i s  

A ?-foot Stockyard 

fence was so  completely submerged within eighteen months of erect ion that the owner 

drove over it  i n  his buggy." 

The greatest  dust s to rm of a l l  was that  o f  November 11-13, which in-  

volved nearly the whole of Austral ia  and the surrounding ocean as far away 89 New 

Zealand. 

catingly dense and the q;Per air 

b l e -  

d2rkness produced almost aqualed tha t  of the blackest  night,  and i n  the houses noth- 

A t  Melbourne, according t o  another account, Itthe dust was at times suffo- 

SO loaded with i t  thqt the sun was rarely vis i -  

In  the country the e f f e c t s  were much more m,vked. It many inland towns the 

ing could be done without lamps o r  other means o f  l igh t ing .  

Phenomeraof an even more t e r r i f y i n g  character. 

Rivarfna the s t o r m  was accomp.wi8:d by a sort o f  globulw l ightning,  and ' f i r e b 9 l l o f  

Added t o  t h i s  were somi3 

A t  B o o r t  and i n  some p a r t s  of the 

seen f a l l i n g  o n  the fields and roads.'I 
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