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SANDSTOR? LEGENDS 

More than twelve centur ies  ago the famous Chinese pilgrim Hiuen-Tsiang, 

while v i s i t i n g  a place cal led Pi-mo, i n  the Tak lama lcan  Desert of Chinese Turkestan, 

heard the legend of a neighboring town named Ho-lo-lo-kia, which had been buried i n  a 

sandstorm. 

by i t s  king and had announced tha t  the place would be destroyed within seven days. 

Only one of i t s  i n h a b i t a t s  took  waning and escaped t o  Pi-mo. 

A pious v i s i t o r  t o  the town, the s tory ran, had been t reated with ignominy 

On the seventh day, 

i n  the evening, sand and ear th  ra ined down upon the c i t y ,  leaving nothing v i s i b l e  but 

R great mound. According t o  the pilGim,!s narrat ive:  "The Icings of the neighboring 

Countries and persons i n  power f r o m  d i s t m t  spots have m a n y  times wished t o  excavate 

the mound and take away the precious things buried there,  but as Soon as they have 

arr ived at the borders o f  the place a fur ious wind has sprung up, dark clouds hme 

gathered f rom the f o u r  quarters of heaven, w d  they have become l o s t  and unable t o  

f i n d  t h e i r  way . I t  

S i r  Amel Stein,  who explored th i s  region i n  1900-01, found that a somewhat 

similar legend i s  now to ld  of the town of Pi-mo, which has i t s e l f  been buried i n  the 

s w d s  since the period of Hiuen-TsiangtS V i s i t -  He says :  

ItA holy man who had reproved t'le wicked inhrzbitants f o r  cer ta in  offences, 
mas t rea ted  by them with contempt. 
'tpproaching destruction. While they s t i l l  mockod at n i e  prophecy, sand began t o  rain 
f r o m  the skies  and continued f o r  seven dgys and nights u n t i l  the whole of the build- 
ings were buried.  
managed t o  save t h e i r  l i v e s .  The seven wise men a r e  mpposed t o  hzve clung t o  ropes 
f ixed  t o  a high pole  a f t e r  the fashion o f  a merry-go-round. Being whirled round and 
round by the reging storm, they rosa s teadi ly  highor above the ground while the s m d  
accumulated, and thus escaped.!! 

He thoreu;?on cursed the t o m  and foretold i t s  

Only seven pious people who had shown respect f o r  the holy one 
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