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- THAT EQUINOCTIAL STORM 

AS the autumnal equinox draws near many people W i l l  be asking: IlWhen s h d l  

we have the equinoctial storm?Il According t o  popular n o t i o n s ,  t h i s  storm i s  due 

somewhere mound the time of the equinox (which fa l ls  t h i s  y e s  on September 23), 

but n o t  necessarily on that very day. A spel l  of bad weather occurring within a week 

01: SO before o r  af ter  the date in question i s  l ikely t o  be regarded as the I le.qui~+ 

t i d . 1 1  

d s o  much uncertainty 8s t o  whether the so-called "Storm" 

Not  only are popular ideas e l a s t i c  about the date of the event, but there j.6 

8 g d e  of wind o r  a 

long, soaking ra in ,  o r  both. 

The t r a d i t i o n  of the equinoctial s t o r m  originated i n  the Old World ages 

before there were any weather maps from which people could l ea rn  jus t  how much 

stormy weather actually prevailed at any particular time of the year. 

the vernal end the autumnal equinoxes were supposed t o  be stormy - n o t  i n  any parti-  

In Europe both 

cular  place, but everywhere. O f  course me know now, as om ancestors d i d  not, that 

Wivereal storminess at any one time never happens. Examine a weather map of the 

northern hem3sphera f o r  a date near an equinox - o r  any other dake i n  the year - and 

You w i l l  f i n d  s e w r d  regions where stormy weather prevails,  but there is  always a 

much larger t o t a l  area without such weather. 

So a t  the time of the equinox, every year, there are several storme i n  pro- 

gress i n  different par ts  of the world, but which of those, is IIthe14 equinoctial Storm 

no Solomon can decide, 

of quiet weather, and i t  i s  only because storms are more noticeable and rememberable 

than calms that no t r a d i t i o n  of an "equinoctial calm" prevai ls  in the world. 

A l s o  there is, at every equinox, an even greater prevdonce 

(All r ights  reserved by Science lorvice, Inc.) -...-------- 
SCIENCE SERVICE 

Washington , II . C . 2lst and Constitution Ave. 


