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INSTRUCT IVE €&& STAT I ST I CS 

Generally speaking, the amount of d a m e  wrought by ha i l  I n  the Unlted 

States  f rom year t o  y e a  is a matter o f  great uncertainty.  

only s t a t e  i n  the Usion f o r  which reasonably Complete and accurate s t a t i s t i c s  on thio 

subject a re  available. 

Iowa fs said t o  be the 

The data i n  tha t  s t a t e  &re gathered by the tax &SS08SOrS ad. 

&re assembled and tabulated by the Weather a d  Crop Bureau of the Iowa Department o f ’  

Agriculture. 

s t a t e s ,  where, however, the amount of hail damage i s  decidedly greater  than the aver- 

The statistics f o r  Iowa &re probably typical f o r  the middle P l a i n s  

age f o r  the country as a whole. 

During the e ight  years ending 1930, Iowafs annual ha i l  losses  aversged 

$4,513,760, which was 1.15 per cent. of  the value o f  the  crops exposed t o  t h i s  r i s k .  

The greatest  losses  f o r  a y e w  amounted t o  $7,9751686 i n  1925, when a single storm, 

on August 18, caused a t o t a l .  damage estimated at $5,000,000 - a f igure  that ,  i f  cor- 

r ec t ,  would make i t  the w o r s t  hailstorm i n  American his tory.  The l e a s t  damage !vas 

$1,598,963 in 1930. 

The greatest  county damage was $1,076,280 in Woodbury County, i n  1929, and 

the greatest  township damage was $321,380 i n  Liberty Township, Keokuk County, i n  

1924. The average annual number of townships reporting ha i l  damage was 563, Or 35 

Per cent.  o f  the t o t a l  number i n  the s t a t e .  During the eight years, 159 townahipa, 

with about 10 per cent. o f  the t o t a l  area o f  the s t a t e ,  reported no ha i l  losses*  
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