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By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n ,  
Authority on Meteorology. 

HURRICAIJES OUR SHORES -- 
During the season o f  West India hurrfcanes - June t o  October, inclusive - 

the southern shores of the United States  are subject t o  disastrous v i s i t s  from these 

storms, y e t  the Occurrence of one of them i n  any par t icu lar  l o c a l i t y  is a very r a e  

event. 

rank a8 hurricanes, and i n  those that  are the winds of  deatructiveforee are  l imited 

to a comparatively s m a l l  a rea  near the stom center,  SO that the track within which 

damage i s  done i s ,  i n  m o s t  cases, only a few miles i n  diameter. Of the 84 t ropical  

hurricanes t h a t  occurred on tne Gule  and Atlant ic  coasts of the United S ta tes  during 

Not  dl the t ropical  cyclones t h a t  reach our coasts are severe enough t o  

the 50 years 1879-1928, inclusive,  only 16  were classed by the Weather Bureau a6 

great" hurricanes,  and even i n  these the path of destruction was only 40 o r  50 miles It 

wide and a few hundred miles long. 

During the same 50years  no one state experienced an avernge hurri- 

cane frequency as great as one a year. 

was one i n  1.3 years i n  Flor ida.  

i n  2.1 years .  

The greatest  average frequency f o r  any s t a t e  

Texas ranked next, with an average o f  one hurricane 
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