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H O I  I " O N  MPASURED THE WIND. 

The e a r l i e s t  published description o f  an instrument f o r  meamring the speed 

Or force of the wind *peared i n  the year 1667, though i t  is  n o t  certain that  no in- 

struments f o r  t h i s  purpose exis ted before that  yew.  I t  is unlikely, however, that 

mY were i n  use as early as 1658, when Isaac ( l a t e r  S i r  Isaac)  Newton u t i l i z e d  h i s  

body as an memometer. The story is recorded as follows by Si r  David Brewster: 

" S i r  Isaac, himself, t o ld  Mr, Conduit that  one of the ea r l i e s t  s c i e n t i f i c  

experiments which he made was i n  1658, on the day of the s e a t  s t o r m  when Cromwell 

died, and when he himself had just entered h i s  sixteenth year.  I n  order t o  determine 

the force of the g d e  he jumped f irst  i n  the direction i n  which the wind blew and 

then i n  opposition t o  the mind; and af te r  measuring the length of  the leap i n  both 

directions,  and comparing i t  with the 1cngXh t o  which he could Jump i n  a per fec t ly  

day, he was enabled t o  compute the force of the storm. S i r  1sna.c added that  

f o o t  stronger th?a m y  ha had h o r n  before, he c G r i e d  tham t o  the place vhere he had 

made the experiment and showed them the measwes and marks o f  his  several leaps." 

As the performance o f  a mathamatical and philosophical genius l i k e  Newton, 

the crudity of t h i s  procedure is astonishing, since the accwacy o f  the r e s u l t  Would, 

the wind as i n  l e q i n g  with i t ,  Brawstar remnrks, "had he, l i k e  Coulomb, amployed 

a shred o f  paper instead of h i s  own person m d  observed the t ine  i t  took t o  f ly t*bough 

a given distance,  ha would have obtained a be t tor  subst i tute  f o r  an anemometer." 
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