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- THE BAROi\liETER AS A WEATHER GLASS 

d good barometer i s  an accurate means o f  measuring at 

I'In i ts  b r i g h t  face you c e r t a i n l y  behold 
Ths d i s t a n t  winter and the  f u t u r a  cold,II a t c .  
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osphmic  p r e  sure,  

bu t  i t s  v d u e  ag a m e a s  of i n d i c a t i n g  future w e t h e r  has  been grewtly overest imated 

by the p u b l i c  a l m o s t  ever s i n c e  the  instrument was invented. 

at var ious  p o i n t s  on the  bnrometer s c d e  such i n s c r i p t i o n s  as 'lRain,l! U$tormy,ll 

The custom of p l ac ing  

Charge," !\Set F a i r , "  e tc . ,  da t ze  from tht? l a t t e r  p a r t  of the  17th century.  Thew II 

i n s c r i p t i o n s ,  which have disappearad from most modern barometers intanded f o r  btrict-  

lY s c i e n t i f i c  use,  a r e  quite misleading. 

Pre ted ,  they would imply t h a t  t h a  weather is the same at a l l  p o i n t s  along an i sobar ,  

and the  examination of any synopt ic  c h w t  show8 t h a t  t o  bd a very impdrfect statement!' 

Changes i n  t h e  height  of the  msrcury are o f  much mors  s ign i f i cance  as wdather 

prognos t ics  than i t s  ac tua l  he igh t  at any p a r t i c u l a r  time, b u t  Oven these changes 

naed to  b e  i n t e r p r a t e d  i n  connection with weethar i nd ica t ions  of other kinds.  

A s  S i r  Napier Shaw remarks: I IS t r i c t ly  intor- 

The exaggerated confidence once p l aced  i n  thlj baromster as a Ifweather glgssll 

is well i l lus t ra ted  in Josaph Addison's La t in  poem 113gomet r i  Dencriptio,It of which 

there  is an Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  by George Sewell. The poe t  q p a r o n t l y  supposed the 

instrument might even bz  used as a b a s i s  o f  long-rnnge weather f o r e m s t i n g ,  f o r  he 

s3ys: 


