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HEARING THE AURORA? 

Is i t  poss ib l e  that an observer on the  e a r t h  eve r  hears sounds due to  the 

e l e c t r i c a l  discharges far a l o f t  i n  t he  atmosphere that are v i s i b l e  as the aurora? 

Many persons claim t o  have heard r u s t l i n g  o r  c rackl ing  no i ses  a t tending  

d isp lays ,  bu t  according t o  the Norwegian meteorologis t  Dc- R. U. Sverdrup, what 

they r e d l y  heard was the f r e e a i n g  o f  t h e i r  own brea th ,  i n  calm and very co ld  

.L& auroral 

Weather. 

in h i s  book "The South Pole.'I, 

I n  a r ecen t  l e t t e r  he quotes Roald Amundsen as expressing the same opinion 

"From my own experiencel1! Dr. Sverdrup s a y s ,  I t I  can a f f i r m  that when the 

air  tcimperature i s  lower than 40 d e a e e s  below zero Fahrenhei t ,  one hea r s  a swishing 

o r  h i s s i n g  sound when exhal ing,  poss ib ly  because the water vapor of the b r e a t h  

immediately condenses to  i c e  c r y s t a l s ,  which c o l l i d e  when f a l l i n g  to the ground. 

The sound of the f r eaz ing  b r e a t h  i s  d i s t i n c t  bu t  weak, and is ,  the re fo re ,  heard 

only whan the  observar is s t snding  s t i l l  and l i s t e n i n g  i n t e n t l y .  The phenomenon 

is very puzz l ing  to  an inexperienced observer ,  and if seve ra l  persons a r e  s tanding  

together  i t  i s  impossible t o  become a m r e  o f  tha r a d  causa of t he  sound. I n  that 

Casa the  sound na tu ra l ly  i s  connacted with any conspicuous phonomsnon t h a t  OCCUTE 

simultaneously; f o r  example, an buror&. 11 
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