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A toy of German origin now popular i n  America i s  called the llmatrimony 

themometer.11 If the bulb i s  held i n  the hand, the heat vaporizcs the colored liauia 

Contained i n  the instrument, which bUbllesUp i n t o  the tube; and the warmer the hand 

the hi@er the bubbling extends. The attached scale hears l i t t l e  p ic tures  marked 

This device i s  reminiscent of an imaginary one described by Joseph Addison. 

He dreamed, we a r e  told,  tha.t he and some friends dissected a coquette's heart  and 

found that  the pericardial  f l u i d  %ad i n  i t  all the qua l i t i es  of that  s p i r i t  which is 

made use of i n  the thermometer, t o  show the change i n  the aeathar.lI He proceeds: 

"Nor must I here o m i t  an experiment on6 o f  the company assures us he h h -  

s e l f  had made with th i s  liquor, which he found i n  great quantity about tha heart of 

a. coquette whom he had formerly dissacted. Ha affirmed t o  US that  he had a c t u l y  en- 

closed i t  i n  a s m d l  tuba a f t e r  the mnnner of a waather-glass; but that ,  instead of 

acquainting him with the variations of the atmosphare, i t  showed him the qual i t ies  of 

those pe r sons  who enterad the room where it stood.  He af f imed,  d s o ,  that  i t  rose 

at the approach of a plume of feathers,  &n embroidered coat O r  a pair  of fringed 

gloves; and tha t  i t  f e l l  aa 8Ojn a8 an i l l - s h q e d  pdrivrig, a clumsy pa i r  o f  shoas 
o r  zn unfashionable coat came i n t o  h i s  house; nay, he nroceeded SO far as t o  assure 
us that ,  upon h i s  laughing .zloud when he stood by i t ,  the liquor mounted very sensib- 
l y  and immediately sunk again 'Irpon his  looking se r iom-  I n  short, he told UE that 
he knew very w a l l  by th is  i n v a n t i o n  whaiiever he had a m a n  of sense o r  a coxcomb i n  
hi9 room.11 

( A l l  r i gh t s  reservad by Science Service, Iiic.) 
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