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John c .  Fisher ,  i n  charge of the U.S. Weather Bureau s t a t i o n  at Syracusa, 

N.Y., i s  a profsssional metcorologist, bu t  he takes off his h a t  to tine man whG, 

through long  and intimate acquaintmco with the woather of a p a r t i c u l a r  l oca l i t y ,has  

become & i l f u L  i n  pred ic t ing  i t s  changes a few hours i n  advance without the a i d  of 

instruments o r  nreather maFs. Mr. Fisher  says i n  the Cornell Rural School Leaflet:  

“In every rural community there i s  at l e a s t  one Inan who i s  noted f o r  h i s  

a b i l i t y  t o  fo recas t  the weather with g rea t e r  accuracy than h i s  neighbors. Whenever 

a \Teather Bureau fo recas t e r  becomes well acq-uainted with one Of these loca l  3 weather 

sharps,! i t  is most l i k e l y  tha t  the fo recas t e r  w i l l  be askod, ‘Now can you, i n  your 

of f i ce  i n  a lo tho r  pa r t  of the s t a t e ,  with but l i t t l e  knowledge of OUT l oca l  condi- 

t ions ,  hope t o  mako as accurate noatlior fo recas t s  f o r  th i s  c o m i t J  as I can, a f t o r  

Some 40 years of observation and study?! And the  aZ1SWeT, very often, i s  t o  the ef- 

f e c t  t ha t  the  governinen% meteorologist cannot make b e t t e r  forecas ts .  That i s ,  he 

cannot make more accuz-at@ fo recas t s  f o r  a fern hours i n  advance; but when i t  come8 t o  

a forccaa t  for one, two o r  th ree  days i n  advance, the l o c a l  m a n  i s  at a hopeless die- 

advantage. Loca l  traather signs precede the coming changes by but comparatively few 

hours, while the weather map shows impending changes several  dws in advance. I% the 

loca l  weather prophet w i l l  use the  Weather Bureau advices, modifyiig them when h i s  

knowledge of l o c a l  conditions makes tha t  course seem ndvisshle, he n i l 1  be able t o  

mnlce a record f o r  accurate pred ic t ion  that fGn C N ~  surpass.’l 

half of the aii’ww m a t h e r  service,  the chief function of which i s  t o  m&e accurate 
short-range weather forecas ts .  
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Too bad tho govornmont cannot m o % i l i z o  the t a l e n t  of tilcsa miatsurs ir, be- 
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21 s t and cons t i t  at ion h e .  
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