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BURNING-GLASS SUNSHINE RECORDS

In America the duration of sunshine is gzenerally registered by means of a

special form of mercurial therinometer connected electrically with an automatic re-

cording device run by clockwork. In tne Old World, and especlally in Great Britain,

the instrument employed for this purpose makes its record by means of a burning-
glags and is known ag the Campbell-Stokes sunshine-recorder. Some instruments of
this pattern have lately appeared at certain Amerlcan airports, where they have
aroused much interest.

The first instrument of the burning type was invented by J. F. Campbell,
in England, in 1853. Originally the burning-glass was a glass globe filled with
water, and in most of the eariy instruments the globe was mounted in a hemispherical

wooden bowl, on the surface of waich the sun's rays, brought to a focus by the

globe, burned a groove. As the sun's declination changed slightly from day to day,

the grooves for different days were in different places, and tne wooden bowl was
changed only twice a year. Later the present plan was adopted of obtaining the re-
cords on a card, ruled with time marxs, and changed daily. The card is held in a
curved metal freme. As further improved by R. H. Curtis, the instrument is adjust-
able for the particular latitude in wnich it 1s to be ueed.
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