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DEATE VALIEY CLIMATE

Death Valley, California, is famous for its heat. At the Weather Bureau
station in the valley, located at a place known in officiel records as Greenland
Ranch but now commonly called Furnace Creek Ranch, tne shaded thermometer once regis-
tered 134 - a figure that remained a "world record" for nine years - while in July
and August, 1917, there were 43 consecutive days with maximum temperatures of 120 or'
higher. BEven more terrible to contemplate is the fact that there have been nights at
this place when the temperature did not fall below 1001

Temperatures as high as 100 have been registered in every month from March
to October, inclusive; but Death Valley is not always hot. Far from it. The nights
are, as a rule comfortably - or uncomfortably - cool from October to April. Freeging
temperatures have been recorded in every month from October to March, inclusive, and
in December, January and February, 1928-29, there were 72 consecutive nights when
the temperature fell to the freegzing point. The lowest temperature ever registered
at the station was 15 azbove zero.

Rain 1s decidedly scarce. 1t falls, on an average, on only seven days in
the year and there was once a stretch of 401 consecutive days with no measursble
rainfall. The. average rainfell for the yesur is 1.38 inches; less than at any other
wegther station in the United States.
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