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Death Valley, California,  is famoue f o r  i t s  heat. A t  the Weath.er Bureau 

s t a t i o n  i n  the v d l e y ,  located at a place h o r n  i n  official. records as Greenland 

Ranch but  now commonly cal led Furnace Creek Ranch, the shaded thermometer once regin- 

tered 134 - a f igure  that  remained a Ifworld record" f o r  nine yems - while i n  July 

and August, 1917, there were 43 consecutive days with m a x i m u m  t e q c r a t u r e s  of 120 o r  

higher.  Even more t e r r i b l e  t o  contemplate i s  the f a c t  that  there have been nights at 

t h i s  place when the temperature did n o t  f d l .  'below 1001 

Temperatures as high as 100 have been regis tered i n  evury month from Mach 

t o  October, inclusive;  but Death l 7 ~ 7 - 1 0 ~  is not a.lw~ys hot .  Pal" from i t .  The nights 

a re ,  as a ru le  comfortably - o r  uncoIlt'ortably - cool i'row. October t o  b r i l .  

temperatures have been recorded i n  every month f r o m  October t o  March, inclusive,  and 

preeging 

i n  December, January and Februsy ,  1928-29, there mere 72 COnSeCUtiVe nights  when 

the temperature f e l l  t o  the frdezing point .  The lowest temperature ever regis tered 

at the s t a t i o n  was 15 Ebove zero. 

Rain i s  decidedly scarce.  It  f d l s ,  on an average, o n  only seven days i n  

the y e s  nnd there mas once a s t r e t c h  o f  401 consacutivo days with no rneaswablo 

r a i n f a l l .  The. averL%+ rainfall  f o r  the y a u  i s  1.38 inches; l e s s  t h a n  at any other 

weather s t a t i o n  i n  the United S ta tes .  
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