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a n  Engl ish n a t u r a l i s t ,  E. G. Alexander, who has been making a study of the 

e f f e c t s  of atmospheric condi t joas  on OirdS, fi.nd.s tint changes i n  weather, especial-. 

ly the  onset of severe cold UT F ~ W ,  have a n  infI.UenCe upon the amount Of b i r d  song, 

but the  e f f e c t s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  species .  Freezing Weather reduces the 

amount of song of the  ground .feeding spec ie s ,  sucn a6 e k y l a r ~ s  and thrushes ,  wilile 

cold winds aave the  same e f f e c t  upon more a rborea l  feeders .  

the c o a l - t i t ,  respond voca l ly  t o  sunshine,  and some, such a8 tne blackbird,  are en- 

couraged by r a i n h  

So:ne spec ie s ,  Including 

The inves t iga to r  Suggest8 that sunshine or r a i n  may a f f e c t  the 

food SUPQlY of these  b i r d s  and thus  induce song, but r a i n  s t imula tes  blackbirds  more 

t aan  e i t h e r  thrusnes o r  rob ins ,  though the  food is very similar. 

Alexander, be curious idio6ynCraS5eB i n  the benavior of closely r e l a t e d  speciee,  The 

There may, S a y 6  Mr, 

song thrush s ings  i n  the ea r ly  morning from l a t e  November onwards i n  favorable  

weather; the b lackbi rd  i s  r a r e l y  heard u n t i l  February, and s o s t  of i t s  e a r l y  song is 

i n  the  afternoon. Perhaps (remarks tne Engl ish jou rna l  "NatureIt) the IIsong1I means 

something d i f f e ren t  f o r  these  two species  -- more of a norntal o u t l e t  f o r  surp lus  

energy f o r  tne song thrush;  rnore of a love song f o r  the  blackbird. 
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