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fpEATH3I LIGHTS 

What a r e  %eather  l ightsf17 The expression i s  apparent ly  unknom i n  Great 

B r i t a i n ,  as i t  i s  found n e i t h e r  i n  t h e  New Engl i sh  Dict ionary nor  i n  Wright 's  

h g l i s h  Dia lec t  Dict ionary.  The New In te rna t iona l  Dict ionary de f ines  i t  as hea t  

l i gh tn ing ;  t he  Century Supplement as (1) the  aurora ,  Or (2) heat  l i gh tn ing .  The 

German equiva len t ,  "Ve t t e r l i ch te r ,  11 is  sometimes appl ied  t o  hea t  l i g h t n i n g ;  some- 

times t o  S t .  Elmo's f i r e .  

lowing no te  by a Prof .  Cuthbert p. Conrad (otherwise unlcnonn t o  fame), of Faye t to r  

mat phenomenon is descr ibed under t h i s  name i n  the f o L  

v i l l e ,  Arkansas, published y e a r  ago i n  a s c i e n t i f i c  journal, I am unable t o  s t a t e :  

"On the  evening of February 25, 1884, a phenonienon known l o c a l l y  as 

'weather lightsJ wa6 the  precursor  of a v io l en t  ~nows tosm~ I have watched these 

'weather lightst i n  t h i s  l o c a l i t y  f o r  f o u r  years ,  and Txhile I have l i v e d  i n  five 

s t a t e s  e a s t  of t he  Alleghenies have never  witnessed similar phenomena elsewhere. 

aPpcarance is t h a t  of a rosy red to  white l i g h t  appearing above the  horizon 5, 10 

EuId even 30 degrees,  and a l l  the  from nor theas t  around t o  the southwest: Borne- 

times only in  the  northwest ( t h e  most f requent  q u a r t e r ) ;  sometimes f i rs t  in  the 

nor theas t ,  f ad ing  out  and a p p e a r i q  in  t h e  northwest,  nea t  o r  southwest- 

l ights  invar iab ly  precede a change i n  t h e  vea ther  -- e i t h e r  r a i n  o r  BnOW ( l e e - ,  a 

cnange invar iab ly  follows), but I have no t  been a b l e  t o  fix upon any d e f i n i t e  i n t e r -  

v a l  of time." 

These 

( In a region where 'tlowsl' f r equen t ly  pass, as they do in  Arkansas, they 

could hard ly  f a i l  t o  Itprecede a change i n  the  weather".) 
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