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- THi3 BIGGEST 3AROMETER 

E v m g e l i s t a  T o r r i c e l l i ,  the inventor  of the  baxometer, Was born at Faenza, 

I t a l y ,  i n  the y e a r  1608. 

by an expos i t ion  held i n  the same town, and the m o s t  remarkable f e a t u r e  of t h i s  

The t h r e e  hundredth anniversary o f  h i s  b i r t h  was ce lebra teL< 

event  was the  e r e c t i o n ,  as a f i t t i n g  monument to  the g r e a t  p h y s i c i s t ,  of the  l a r g e s t  

barometer i n  the world, the cons t ruc t ion  of which Was e n t r u s t e d  t o  the Rev. Guid.0 

Alfani ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  the Ximenian Observatory i n  YlorerIce 

The o r i g i n a l  plans c a l l e d  f o r  a barometer having i ts  tube f i l l e d  with 

Several water b,wometors have been b u i l t ,  in- water i n  p l ace  of the usual mercury. 

c luding ,  f irst  o f  a l l ,  the one t h a t  Pascal  s a t  '~tp at Rouon i n  the year  1646. 

1830 Prof .  Daniel1 constructed one f o r  the Royal Society of London, and another was 

In 

p laced  i n  the Tour S t .  Jacques, i n  Paris, i n  1890. On account of c e r t a i n  d i f f i c u l -  

t i e s  e n t a i l e d  i n  the  use of water, Father AJ,fa,ni decided to  f i l l  t he  barometer with 

o l i v e  o i l .  As t h e  s p e c i f i c  g r a v i t y  of t h i s  s u b s t a c e  is s l i g h t l y  l e s s  than t h a t  o f  

water ,  the barometr ic  column stands higher ,  f o r  any given p res su re  of the atmosphere, 

than does t h a t  of a water barometer.  

and c e r t a i n  chemical changes, t he  average he ight  of the column diminished aomewhat 

a f t e r  the barometer was f in i shed .  

p re s su re  became 35.73 f e e t .  

On a c c o m t  of the gradual expulsion of air 

Eventually i t s  height  f o r  normal  atmospheric 
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