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THE DESEBT XETURNS 

In t he  e a r l y  t n i n e t i e s  of  the last century the f e r t i l e  s o i l  o f  the  Great 

meager r a i n f a l l  tempted s e t t l e r s  t o  pour by the thousands i n t o  western Kansas and 

Nebraska and e a s t e r n  Colorado. I n  the sensa t iona l  l1boornt1 t h a t  then p reva i l ed  mi l l ionr  

of a c re s  of v i rgin l and  were broken t o  the plow, c i t i e s  end towns were l a i d  out, and 

p r e t e n t i o u s  courthouses and schoolhouses were e rec t ed .  The bubble b u r s t  i n  1893 

when condi t ions  even more m i d  than the  average f o r  the region set; i n ,  and the r a sh  

experiment ended i n  r u i n .  

This c l a s s i c  ex,mple of the  f o l l y  of ignoring climate had a p a r a l l e l  on 

a smal le r  s ca l e  i n  the  state of  Washington some yaw's l a t e r .  There i s  an a r e a  of 

Over a mi l l i on  a c r e s  east o f  the Columbia River i n  t h a t  s t a t e  where the normal  ra in-  

f a l l  i s  less than e ight  inches p e r  annum, bu t  where r a i n f a l l  much heavier  t h m  u s u l  

Occurred in the  y e a r s  1900-09. A few pioneers  ob ta ined  exce l l en t  crops,  and t h e i r  

success  induced o t h e r  s e t t l e r s  t o  rush in to  the m e a ,  cla,ar the sage and p l m t  ex- 

t ens ive  f i e l d s  o f  wheat. When the  rainfall r e tu rned  t o  normal, the boom col lapsed .  

A few p laces  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  now prosper  because o f  i r r i g a t i o n .  "Outside 

such oases,11 s a y s  Prof .  J.W. Baylor,  o f  the Univers i ty  of  Washington, Ifdeserted 

Cabins, d i l ap ida ted  fences,  abandoned f i e l d s  and unbroken s t r e t c h e s  of ssge a l l  bdpr 

mute tastimony o f  man's failure t o  u t i l i z a  theso lands unlese matar is procuro ,b l e .~~  
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