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-IC_ Tm “OST DRAiW‘IC MIRAGX 

2dirag;e has more than once played a s t r i k i n g  p a r t  i n  human affairs -- 88, 
f o r  example, yJhen i t  caused the suspension of b a t t l e s  on the p l a ins  of Mesopotan1i.a 

during the  Vorld War -- but surely i t  has never s t w e d  a mor6 dramatic perfonnmce 

tnan i t  d id  i n  January, 1913, o f f  the shore Of McMurdo Sound i n  tho Antarctic,  There 

the surviving members of S c o t t ’ s  expedition were anxiously awaiting the re turn  of 

t h e i r  ship, the ItTerra Nova,li t ha t  was t o  take them back t o  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  

rapher, 111 vas sweeping the  north v i t h  the g l a s s ,  !Then suddenly the  masts of a ship 

came in to  the f i e l d  of view. For a moment I could scsrcoly be l ieve  nv eyes; but 

there  could be no doubt about i t .  They were the masts of a barque; but presenti-ng 

an extraordinary appearance, f o r  they towered unnaturally high above the sky-line. 

Then I saw that what I was looking at was but a mirage. The r e a l  ship was hull-down 

below tho  horizon, and only the masts mere v i s ib l e .  Abovo them a nondorful mirngs 

of the e n t i r e  vesse l ,  hull and a l l ,  appeared inverted; and over t h i s  f irst  re f lec t ion  

there  mas a second image of the ship, upright. I t  was the upper image that I had 

seen f irst...*i.. 0 It wae a remarkable i l l u s i o n ;  but the ,Terra Nova’ was undoub tudly 

there  -- about t h i r t y  miles arrW.11 
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