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NOISE BEFOdE 
I__ 

M ~ Y  desc r ip t ions  o f  h a i l s t o r m  t e l l  of a roa r ing  o r  r a t t l i n g  sound heard 

dur ing  the approach of the storm and apparent ly  coming from the clouds. Some w r i t e r s  

cowme i t  to that of heavy v e h i c l e s  pass ing  over a road o r  t he  c l a t t e r  o f  many 

horses t  hoofs. 

i s  the fol lowing f r o m  a once s t anda rd  t r e a t i s e  by Professor  Loomis:  

Typical o f  the accounts o f -  it found in the  Older works on rneteorolom 

tisome seconds before the  f a l l  o f  h a i l ,  and occas iona l ly  severa l  minutes, 

a p e c u l i a r  crackiling noiae i s  heard i n  the air .  

o f  walnuts v i o l e n t l y  shaken 

I t  has  been compared t o  the noise  

i n  a bag. This noise  has been ascr ibed  t o  the g r e a t  

v e l o c i t y  with which the  ha , i l s tones  w e  driven through the air, while some hove 8.3- 

c r i b e d  i t  t o  f e e b l e  e l e c t r i c a l  disci lmges f r o m  one ha i l s tone  t o  another." 

The noise  has not been the  subject  of much c r i t i c d  inves t iga t ion ,  but 

the  b e s t  guess as t o  i t s  o r i g i n  i s  prob3bly tii3.t of fe red  a~ long ago as the y e w  

1885 by the French meteorologis t  J . N .  Plumandon. According t o  t h i s  au thor i ty  i t  

does not  come f rom tne air o r  the clouds,  but  i s  merely the  combined sound o f  many 

h a i l s t o n e s  f a l l i n g  on leaves ,  r o o f s  and the  l i k e  a t  Bomo d i s t m c e  f r o m  the obsarver .  

When the s t o r m  i s  n.ctually at hand, the observer h d n r s  tile p a t t e r  of i n d i v i d u d  

s t o n e s  i n  p lace  of t h e  mingled no i sas  o f  a g r e a t  number. 
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