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Snow has a r a t h e r  e x t e m i v e  f lora and fauna a p a r t  from the  microscopic 

Organisms, of vfirious spec ies ,  that  soinetimes cause patcnes of i t  t o  become red  or 

Sorne o t h e r  co lo r .  

Tho most a b m d a t  of these  a r e  the s p r i n g t a i l s ,  which hop l i k e  miniature  f l e a s  o r  

wriggle d e f t l y  i n t o  t h e  c a v i t i e s  of tho snow, bu t  a r e  SO minute t h a t  t he  pas$el--by 

needs t o  look c l o s e l y  f o r  them i n  order  t o  discover  them. Occasionally i n  t h e i r  

jumps they li&t i n  a puddle of n a t e r ,  b u t  t h i s  experience does them no h a m ,  as 

t heyme  t h i c k l y  c lo thed  i n  furiy sca l e s ,  which save them from g e t t i n g  ne t .  Sno\v- 

lov ing  s p r i n g t a i l s  are not confined t o  g l ac i e r s .  

su i f ace  of mel t ing snow, on b r i g h t  sunny spr ing  d w s ,  throughout the nor thern  

United S ta tes .  

i n to  the  sap. 

~dany spec ies  of i n sec t  a r e  found on tho  snow and i c e  of glacj.,i*;, 

They occur i n  great numbers on the 

mey  are o f t en  a nuisance i n  maple sugar  c a p s  on account of g e t t i n g  

tJo1-e conspicuous than the s p r i n g t a i l s  are the llsnow worms," sometimes seen 

i n  enormous numbers on g l a c i e r s  and snow f i e l d s .  

Rain ie r ,  F. E. Matthes writes: 

Ra in ie r  g l a c i e r s  a r e  s lender  dark-brown worms OZ the  genus Mesenchytraeus, abollt one 

inch i n  length.  Mil l ions a d  mi l l i ons  of them may be Seen on favorable  d w s  i n  July 

and lagust wr i th ing  on the  sur face  of the  i c e ,  e r ident ly  breeding there  and feeding  

on organic ma t t e r  blowri upon the  g l a c i e r  i n  the f o r a  of dust .  

ex is tence  i s  t h e  c h i l l  of t h e  i c e  t h a t  they e n t e r  severa l  inches end sometimes many 

f e e t  below tho surface on d w s  when the  sun is p a r t i c u l a r l y  hot ,  reappearing l a t o  

3.n the afternoon. If 
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Of t h e i r  occurrence on Mount 

"Especial ly  p l e n t i f u l  on t h e  lower p a r t s  of t he  

So e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e i r  
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