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- AN AMAZING TORITADO STORY 

The t o t a l  area swept over by an average tornado is something like 10 square 

miles. In the s t a t e  of Kansas, with an area of 82,000 square miles, according t o  

highly trustworthy s t a t i s t i c s  col lected during the 13 years 1916-28, there occur, on 

an average, 12 tornadoes a year. This means that  

miles in  the s t a t e  i s  l i k e l y ,  in  the long run, t o  experience a tornado once i n  about 

680 years. NOW, if youhave t a s t e  f o r  mathematics and b i g  figures, work out the 

stupendous odds e a i n s t  the occurrence, in any specified 10-square-mile area in 

Kansas, of tomadoes three years i n  succession, a l l  on the same date. 

not hypothetical. 

Par t icu lar  a rea  of 30 square 

The thing is 

It ha6 happened, and i t  i s  surely the most amazing coincidence in  

the h is tory  of weather. 

The tornadoes occurred on Ma;y 20, 1916, M'ay 20, 1917, and May 20, 1918. 

The f irst  grazed the l i t t l e  v i l lage  of Codell, . i n  Rooks County.. The second passed 

a l i t t l e  to  the northwest of t h i s  v i l lage ,  The t h i r d  h i t  the vil lage squarely and 

nearly wiped i t  out .  

B w g e r a t e d  versions of t h i s  t a l e  have been published, s t a t i n g  t h a t  Codell 

was actual ly  h i t  by aJ.1 three stonns and a l so  t h a t  all three arr ived there about 

the same hour of t h e  dey. 

time of OccuTrence of the tornadoes at or near Codell. 

There was rea l ly  a range of about three hours in  the 

A mathematician would have pronounced Codell t o  be the s a f e s t  refuge in 

the world from tornadoes on May 20, 1919; but the average superst i t ious non-mathema- 

t i c a l  mortal would have considered it  a good place t o  stw aww from on t h a t  date. 
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