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PICTWES OF THE !'TLBUCWVEIH" 

A r ecen t  number of the I l l u s t r a t e d  London News conta ins  a double-page 

co lored  p i c t u r e  o f  Table Mountain, South Africa,  capped by the famous cloud known 

as the Tablec lo th .  

of the condensation of  moisture from winds thp t  c o o l  by expansion when forced  t o  

r ise  i n  passing over  &n obs t ruc t ion ,  while according to  l o c a l  legendry i t  c o n s i s t s  

cf smoke r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  a smoking match between the  Dutch p i r a t e  Van Hunks and the  

This cloud f i g u r e s  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  l i t e r a t u r e  as a c l a s s i c  ex,mpl,e 

Devi l .  

Considering the  frequency with wnich the  cloud appears over the m o u n t a i n  

and i t s  world-wide c e l e b r i t y ,  su rp r i s ing ly  few p i c t u r e s  of i t  have ever been publ ish-  

ed,  and s t i l l  fewer t h a t  do j u s t i c e  t o  i t s  s t r i k i n g  appearance. The e a r l i e s t  p i c t u r e  

with wnich I am familiar i s  a very inaccurate  m e  - evident ly  drawn by an ar t is t  who 

had never seen e i t h e r  the  cloud o r  the mountain - 
meteorology by E. P r m c i s c f ,  publ ished i n  1600. 

produced i n  the Monthly Weather Review f o r  June, 1921. A good pnotograph o f  which 

the Weather Bureau has  a negat ive has been publ ished i n  severa l  h e r i c m  books and 

magazines, and t he re  i s  another i n  the  National Geographic Nlsgazine f o r  April, 1931. 

In  my own recent  book "The R e a l m  o f  t he  Ai r ' '  I have publ ished R photograph 

found i n  a cur ious  Gerlnan book on 

This  Dicture  and two o thers  were re- 

by Bly th  Clayton, of Cape Town, t h a t  b r ings  ou t  i n  a spec tacular  w a y  the resemblance 

of the cloud at i t s  border t o  an immense wa te r f a l l  pouring down the v e r t i c a l  s i d e  o f  

the mountain. 
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