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WIND-BLOWN PLANTS

Wind is the most efficient of several agents concerned in disseminating
plants, a task that it accomplishes chiefly by transporting seeds and spores. In
many specles the seeds, or seed-like frults popularly identified as seeds, aro es-
pecially adapted for travel through the alr; in some cases through possessing wing-
like appendages and in othors. by bearing tufts of halrs that act as parachutes, pre-
venting the seeds from falling rapidly to the ground.

There are, however, several specles in which the entire plant or a large
fragment of 1t is, &t maturity, carried along the ground by the wind, scattering
seeds as it goes. Such plants are known as "tumbleweeds." One of these is a
species of amaranth common throughout the United States and southern Canada, the
whole shoot of whicﬁ breaks off & the surface of the soil, while in another, also
called old witch grass, only the panicle, or seed-bearing cluster, breaks off.
Mother common tumbleweed is the Russian thistle.

Of the amarenth tumblewsed Dr. W. J. Beal says: "When ripe in autum, the
dry incurved branches are quite stiff; the main stem near the ground easily snaps
off and leaves the light ball at the mercy of the winds; Sometimes the winds are
not severe enough or long enough continued, and these o0ld skeletons are rolled into
ditches, piled so high in great rows or masses ageinst fences that some are rolled
over the rest or pass beyond. Occasionally some lodge in the tops of low trees,
and meny are entangled by straggling bushes.!
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