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VEATKEB OBSERV ZNG UXDER  DIFFICULT^ 

One of t h e  unenviable  jobs  of the  weathermen is  t h a t  of ope ra t ing  p o s t s  

of observat ion i n  uncomfortable p laces .  Some of these  are loca ted  on mountains. 

The l o f t i e s t  weather s t a t i o n  eve r  maintained in  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  and, up t o  

t i m e  of i t s  foundat ion,  the l o f t i e s t  in the  world was the  one e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1873 

by the  S igna l  Serv ice  on the s m i t  of Pikers Peak. 

by the Weather Bureau in 1892, and c losed  f i n a l l y  two years l a t e r .  

I t  was c losed  i n  1888, reopene8 

V 

me experiences of t he  observers  who c a r r i e d  on work a t  t h i s  e l eva ted  sta- 

t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  before  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of the cog r a i l r o a d ,  i n  1891, made i t  easy 

of access ,  were not  dovoid of hardships .  

tho  s t a t i o n ,  writes i n  h i s  d a i l y  jou rna l  f o r  October, 1873: 

Sergeant Robert Soyboth, who e s t a b l i s h e d  

'Water, having t o  be conveyed i n  demijohns a d i s t ance  of th ree-quar te rs  of 

a mile over  the  worst part of t he  trail on f o o t ,  has been rather scarce  with us; b u t  

t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  l abor  has been done amay with s i n c e  October 22, on which day 8 ter- 

r i b l e  snowstorm began a d  cont inued f o r  three days m d  n i g h t s ,  and during that t h e  

depos i ted  th ree  f e e t  of m o w  on the peak. This  snow, melted,  i s  our  only drink.lt 

The observers  su f fe red  much w i t h  mountain sickness unt I1 they became a c c l i -  

mated; they had t h r i l l i n g  experiances with l igh tn ing ;  and they endured winds toms 

s o  t e r r i f i c  that, during one of them, prayers  were of fe red  f o r  t h e i r  sa fe ty  i n  the  

churches of Colorado Springs. 

They were much amused when a lady,  who v i s i t e d  the  s t a t i o n  accompanied by 

a guide,  rrexpressed s u r p r i s e  t h a t  a s t a t i o n  should be e s t ab l i shed  at such an o u t 4 f -  

the-way p lace  when there were p l e n t y  of b e t t e r  p l a c e s  dotvn below.'! 
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