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knom as the w o r l d l s  ':winter cold p o l e m t l  A fe7.7 y3a-i.s ago, hovever, a Russian 

geologist ,  Sergei Gbruchcv, encountered surpr is ingly cold weathar in  the l a t e  autuan 

in  the d i s t r i c t  of Oimekon, near the headwaters of the Indigirka River, and wus l e d  

t o  suspect t h a t  the winter climate there might be even more severe than a t  ve&lq-- 

an&. Oimekon i s  a large depression enclosed by mowtains, a d .  conditions a r e  

favorable f o r  the formation there i n  minter of a pool of stagnant cold air. 

A t  ObiwclievI s suggestion a meteorological s t a t i o n  was established i n  

I t s  posit ion is 63 degrees 16/ 
minut e s 

March, 1929, at a central  point in the val ley,  

north l a t i t u d e ,  143 degrees 13 7 2 . '  eas t  longitude, and the elevation above sea 

l e v e l  about 2,160 f e e t .  

minutes 

The minter temperatures thus fa r  r e p o r t d  from t h i s  sta- 

t i o n  have all been some d.agrees lower than those recorded during the same periods 

a t  Verkhoyanslc, so tha t ,  thv.v$i i t  i s  t o o  soon t o  say pos i t ive ly  tha t  Oimelcon has 

colder winters, on an average, than Verlrhoyansk, t h i s  now seems probable. 

A point of some i n t e r e s t  is tha t  while Verlchoyanslr is north of the Arctic 

Circle ,  Oimelron, mhich l i e s  upwards of 400 miles t o  the southeast, is v e l l  within 

the ~ltemperatet' zone, already kn0tV-n t o  include h o t t e r  summer climates than any found 

within the tropics.  
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