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s e r v a t i o n s  formerly made at c e r t a i n  o ther  p o i n t s .  

zach f l i g h t  starts at about 5 a-m., easkern s tandard  time, and l a s t s ,  on 

an average, an hour and a half. 

r eco rds  of temperature ,  r e l a t i v e '  humidity and barometr ic  p re s su re ,  and the a scen t  is 

The planes ca r ry  instruments f o r  making automatic  

made a t  a r a t e  of n o t  more than 300 t o  500 f e e t  a minute, as a more r a p i d  r i s e  would 

o o s s i b l e .  

The time taken to  complete a f l i g h t  i s  only about ha l f  t h a t  r equ i r ed  f o r  a 

k i t e  f l i g h t ,  and thus the  information obta ined  by the new method is placed at the 

d i sposa l  of weather f o r e c a s t e r s  much more promptly than was that formerly obta ined  

by ki tes .  The p lanes  have, moreover, reached d t i t u d e s  averaging about double those 

a t t a i n e d  by k i t e s .  Another advantage i s  t h a t ,  bes ides  b r ing ing  back h i s  Butographic 

r eco rd ,  the  p i l o t  no tes  the he igh t  o f  the c loud  base ,  the occurrence o f  rain and Snow 

a t  h igh  l e v e l s ,  and other  matters of i n t e r e s t  t o  f o r e c a s t e r s ,  o f  wilich the k i t e  

records gave no ind ica t ion .  

The f l i g h t s  a r e  made by commercial p i l o t s  under con t r ac t  with the Beather 
The r e s u l t s  are promptly te legraphed t o  t i e  main f o r e c a s t i n g  cen te r s  of the Bureau. 

Bureau at Washington, Chicago, Denver and New Orleans, where they a r r i v e  i n  time to 
a i d  i n  making the  r e g u l s r  morning f o r e c a s t s  and a r e  te legraphed thence t o  o the r  
v;:eatiier s t a t i o n s .  
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