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With the  coming o f  the  f i r s t  3 e ~ e r z  f r o s t  of  the  c o l d  season i n  s o u t h e r n  

C a l i f o r n i a  the  citrus groves w i l l  be l i g h t e d  up on a vast s c a l e ;  n o t  to c e l e b r a t e  

the event ,  bu t  t o  save the f r u i t  f r o m  Jack F r o s t .  3f o r c h s d  h e a t e r s  burning o i l ,  

t h e  f a v o r i t e  f u e l ,  t he re  a r e  s a i d  to be about 3,400,000 i n  Use i n  the s t a t e ,  and 

t h e r e  are many besides t h a t  burn s o l i d  fuel,. I 

Orchard hea t ing  began elcperimentally i n  Cal i fornia .  as e a r l y  as 1896, and 

the  severe f r e e z e s  of 1912 l e d  t o  tho p r a c t i c e  becoming regarded as e s s e n t i a l  i n  a l l  

co ld  l o c a t i o n s .  

h e a t e r s  were designed accord ingly .  

Was t o l e r a t e d  o n  account o f  the g r e a t  economic imnortancc o f  t he  industry i t  was 

In  the e a r l y  days smoke was considered more va luable  than n e a t ,  and 

The smoke wafi a nuisknce t o  the  cormunity bu t  

supposed t o  s e r v e .  Some y e w s ' a g o ,  nowever, t h i s  n o t i o n  was proved to be E\ fallacy 

and s ince  about 1922 much a t t e n t i o n  has been given t o  designing hea te r s  t h a t  produce 

much hea t  with l i t t l e  smoke. 

Despite marked improvements i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t he re  were widespread com- 

l o c a l i t i e s ,  and the  t o t a l  consumption of o i l  was 17,000,000 g a l l o n s ;  the g r e s t e s t  

on record .  Hence t h e  Los  Angeles Chamber of Comerce organized a coinmittee t o  inves- 

t i g a t e  the smoke problem. Researches and t e s t s  of  h e a t e r s  were conducted f o r  the 

committee by s p e c i a l i s t s  of the s ta te  coll$ge o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and a n  ordinance 

r e g u l a t i n g  the types of hea t e r s  t o  be  employed i n  the f u t u r e  has bean recommended 

f o r  adODtion i n  the citnis--growing count ies  o f  t he  s t a t e .  This  :vould p r o h i b i t  the 

use  o f  h e a t e r s  having a smoke output  exceeding 20 grams o f  carbon p e r  pound o f  fue l  
burned, and i t s  e f f e c t  would. be, i t  i s  s a i d ,  t o  &olish d . t o g e t n e r  the  use of the  
o l d  "open p o t "  type  of heater, 8s w e l l  as t o  necePs i t a t e  modi f ica t ions  of some other  
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