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- A TONDXHIJ'UL GLACIXR 

There i s  no end t o  the marvels of Ice.  Some of i t s  most curious mani- 

f e s t a t i o n s  a re  found in g lac ie rs ,  and none of these icy r i v e r s  is more rernrtl-kable 

than yne Jacobshavn Glacier, on the west coast of Greenland; a source of many of 

tne deadly icebergs that eventually d r i f t  t o  the t ransa t lan t ic  steamer lanes. mis 

Smith, o f  the U. S. Coast Guard: 

" A t  uncertain in te rva ls ,  approximately ten times a year and without wmn.. 

ing, 80 say the nat ives ,  t h i s  iceberg t r a i n  moves. I t  starts sloroly, but rapidly 

gains ,aomentm u n t i l  the ice attains the incredible speed of f i v e  t o  e i&t  miles 

an hour -- as fast  as a fox can 11111, a f f i r m  the Greenlanders -- t o  the accompaylf- 

merit of a deafening roar t h a t  can be heard f o r  miles and that  sometimes lasts f o r  

days.  Sealing ne ts  t h a t  the natives s t r e t c h  under t'ne water between the bergs a m  

torn asunder, and thus in a fern moments a great  p a r t  of the communityfs in- 

vestnent in  f i sh ing  w be smept away. Nobody can f o r e t e l l  the approach of the 

catastrophe. This phenomenon, pecul iar  t o  the Jacobehavn Fjord, is termod an 

loutshoot! by Porsi ld ,  Rho a t t r i b u t e s  i t  t o  the pent-up melt water, which, like a 

spring f reshe t ,  breaks the ice dam to discharge hmdreds of icebergs out into 

Disko Bay." 
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