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By Charles Fi tehugh Tal.inen, 
Authority on Meteorol.ogy, 

NO op t ica l  phenomenon of the atmosyhore i s  monopolized by any par t iou lar  

- olace o r  c o w t r y ,  but there a r e  se.veral CBSCS ja which loca l  names have been given 

t o  such phenomena, 

i e t y  of mirage occasionally seen at the Strait of Messina, but i t  is now the generic 

name f o r  s i r a g e s  of t h i s  character  wherever observed. 

Bro&en, 11 or ig ina l ly  applied to  the shadowy f igures  8een on mists close t o  the 

m i t  of the Bracken, in  Germany, 5,s now the name of similar appearances seen from 

mountains, a i r c r a f t  and o ther  locations anywhere In the world.. 

Ilfrata morgtZlat! was Originu:.!.y tho !.Oca1 nLirM? of a complex vas- 

Similarly, "specter of the 

On the other  hand, the name tllavandaiatl -- the I t a l i a n  word f o r  'Iwaaher- 

wornant! -- applied f o r  some unexplained reason t o  fata morgana in Apulia, has not 

spread i n  t h i s  application t o  o ther  regions. 

t h a t  has remained loca l  i S  l:rnUtata" (p lura l  "mutate"), Used in  the province of Lecce. 

Another I t a l i a n  name f o r  fata morema 

A French journal has l a t e l g  published an account of a phenomenon akin to 

fats morgaa observed in  a cer ta in  d i s t r i c t  of the island Of Crete. 

chief ly  i n  the month of May, shadowy f igures  a r e  seen moving over a p l a i n  near the 

seashore. The peasants c a l l  them t ldrossul i tes l t  (Ilmen of the dewt1) and sa;y they a r e  

the ghosts of some Greek volunteers mho mere cut t o  pieces by Turkish troops during 

Toward sunrise,  

insurrection in 1828. The more prosaic s c i e n t i f i c  explanation i s  t h a t  they a r e  

the resu l t  of i r regular  refract ion of l i g h t  by a stream of cold air  draining down 

f r o m  the adjacent mountains. 
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