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In the vas t  s ta t i s t ica l  l i t e r a t u r e  of weather and c l ima te  we f i n d  va lues  

of  the d i f f e r e n t  meteorological  elerrientp given f o r  s i n g l e  days,  f o r  montbs and f o r  

the  y e a r ,  bu t  r a r e l y  f o r  o the r  periods of time. 1,irnjted U F ~  has  been made of the  

"decade,ll o r  ten-day pe r iod ,  i n  compiling such r eco rds ,  and a l s o ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  

B r i t i s h  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  of the  seek. Cencerning the advantages of the l a t t e r  S i r  

the  day and the y e a r ,  both of which are f i x e d  by CauFee begond human con t ro l .  Me- 

t eo ro log ica l  s ta t i s t ice  grouped i n  months are of l i t t l e  use i n  re ference  t o  agri- 

c u l t u r e ,  trade, c o m e r c e  o r  public h e a l t h ,  even if the months be of equal  l e n g t h ,  

f o r  the simple reason t h a t  a month i s  too long a period; i t  i s  no t  gene ra l ly  pos- 

s i b l e  t o  cha rac t e r i ze  e f f e c t i v e l y  the weather of 28 dWs, but  a per iod of seven days 

is more n a t u r a l l y  sugcept ib le  of d e f i n i t i o n  and is ind ica te6  f o r  the s t a t i s t i c s  of 
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