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In the vest statistical literature of weather and climate we find values
of the different meteorological elemente given for single days, for months and for
the year, but rarely for other periode of time. Limited ure has been made of the
"decade," or ten—-day period, in complling such records, and also, especially in
British publications, of the week. Concerning the advantages of the latter Sir
Napier Shaw writes:

"The week 18 puite definitely the most sultable unit intermediate between
the day and the year, both of which are fixed by causes beyond human control. Me~
teorological statistice grouped in months are of little use in reference to agri-
culture, trade, commer;e or public health, even if the months be of equal length,
for the simple reason that a month is too long a period; it is not generally pos-
sible to characterize effectively the weather of 28 daye, but a period of seven days
is more naturally susceptible of definition and i indicated for the statistics of
trade and commerce, which in the present organization of society and religion have
inevitably a weekly period. Medicine ceems to have special associations with the
month ~ the uge of the worde 'lunacy' and 'lunatic' implies as much - yet the
statietics of public health are already based generally on the week,"
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