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THE ODOR OF THE RAIiE08 - - - L_ --- 

'pne strange not ion  t h a t  t he  rainbow emits  an odor was a subjec t  of contro- 

The idea  i e  very old. versy  i n  B r i t i s h  newspapers i n  the middle of t h e  las t  century.  

P l i n y , , i n  his ' 'Natural  HIEtory,' ' r e f e r s  t o  an  agreeable  perfume of the e a r t h  "of ten  

t o  be recognized a t  the moment of eunPet *** at  the  spot Prhere the ex t r emi t i e s  of 

t h e  rainbow have been observed t o  meet the e a r t h , "  and i n  the  same Pork he vrite6: 

" I t  i s  € a i d  t h a t  every shrub over vhich the rainboF i E  extended i e  poseessed of t h e  

svyeet odor t h a t  b e l o w 6  t o  t h e  aspalathos"  - a p lan t  from which a f r a g r a n t  o i l  was 

obtained i n  a n t i q u i t y .  

of many anc ien t  and modern writers. 

Talk," Bacon i n  ' lSylva,*t e t c .  

References to the  odor of the rainbow are found i n  t he  works 

Coleridge mentions the idea  i n  h i s  "Table 

A B r i t i s h  meteoro logis t ,  t h e  l a t e  Richard Bent ley,  once crrote on the  

subjec t :  IIEveryone i e  familiar a t  a c e r t a i n  wason  of the  year  with t h e  iricreaso of 

ecent given by p l a n t s  and shrubs on a Farm evening a f t e r  the a i r  has  bren nevly 

iraehed by r a i n ,  and t h i s  mould coinc ide  o f t e n  T i th  the  a?pcarance of  a rainbow. 11 

I t  i s  hea rd ly  necessary t o  add t h a t  a rainbow cons i s t8  of nothing more 

e u b s t a n t i a l  than s u n l i g h t ,  and hence cannot a c t u a l l y  s t imula te  the  o l f ac to ry  

nerve s . 
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