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TORNADO 

Tornadoes o f t en  start f i r e s  by u p s e t t i n g  lamps ar,d s t o v e s ,  or  through t h e  

agency of l i g h t n i n g ,  which i s  a common at tenOant  of these s torms,  though perhaps never 

Occurring i n  the  funnel  cloud i t s e l f .  

g r ind ing  t cge the r  of dry m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  vor tex  o f  the etorm might start f i r e e  by 

f r i c t i o n .  I t  i s  not  inconceivable  t h a t  t h i s  should happen, bu t  I know of only  O ~ Q  

!I%@ ques t ion  hae been asked whether the mere 

case  i n  which i t  was a l l eged  t o  have done so, 

named Hodnett w a s  r i d i n g  near  Bourke, Hew Soutp Wales, when he eaw 8, Small tornado 

Thie was i n  A u s t r a l i a  i n  1889. A xm-i 

t he  l i t t l e  f i r e  that I had put ou t  and that  vae only s u p e r f i c i a l .  
had been aW f i r e  at the t r e e  before  t h e  tornado reached it I must have w e n  i t * ”  

wood, vas  r e spons ib l e  for t h i s  f i r e .  

Indeed, if there 

Pc’rhaPs the  sparking Of o l e c t r i f i o d  dust ,  r a t h e r  than t h e  f r i c t i o n  of 
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