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I_ THE GOOSEBONE 

While t h e  turkey is  the ch ie f  item on the  Thanksgiving Day b i l l -of - fa re  i n  

a major i ty  of b e r i c a n  households,  the goose is t h e  f a v o r i t e  d i sh  on a l l  festal 

occasions among the  Pennsylvania Germans, and i t  is gene ra l ly  t h e  breastbone from the 

goose ea t en  at t h e  'fhankegiving d inne r  t h a t  i s  supposed t o  fu rn i sh  information about 

t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t he  coming winter ,  

b i r d  from which t h e  prophet ic  bone w a s  taken muet be ea ten  On br t i~ 'maB Eve (November 

According t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  German t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  

10). 

There are severa l  rules f o r  p r e d i c t i n g  win ter  weather from t h e  "goosebone, 1 )  

A f t e r  t h e  bone is  picked c l e a n ,  i t  i s  he ld  up t o  t h e  l igh t .  White marks betaken 

snow; dark marks, co ld  weather, 

before  Christmas: t h e  h inder  p a r t  t he  weather a f te r  Christmas. 

The f r o n t  p a r t  of the bone f o r e t e l l s  t h e  weather 

The mos t  familiar 

form of t he  legend i n  t h i s  count ry ,  however, lare s p e c i a l  s t r e 0 6  on the  th ickness  of 

t h e  bone. A t h i ck  goosebone i s  said t o  mean a hard winter :  a t h i n  one, a mild winter .  

811 t hese  not ions  a r e ,  of course ,  pure s u p e r s t i t i o n e ,  Closely ak in  t o  t he  

l 'doctr ine o f  s igna tures"  t h a t  once preva i led  i n  medicine,  according t o  which p l a n t s  

wi th  heart-shaped l eaves  were good f o r  h e a r t  d i seace ,  the  bloodstone f o r  hemorrhage, 

e t c .  

United S t a t e s  

a t t a i n e d  nation-wide c e l e b r i t y  through t h e  writ ings of A. N. Burkholder , of Reading, 

Pa., r e l a t i n g  t o  the  a l l eged  p red ic t ions  of a l o c a l  weather o rac l e  named Elias Hartz ,  

( A l l  r i g h t s  reserved by Science Serv ice ,  Inc . )  

among t he  Pennsylvania %mans  un t i l  about 25 years  ago,  when it 

------".--- 
SCIENCE SERVICE 

Washington, D.C. 
21s t  and Cons t i t u t ion  Ave. 


