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I_ ”X RAINIEST PLACE NORTH AMiRICAl 

Attention has J u s t  been cal led by F. Napier Denison, of the Canadian 

Meteorological Service, t o  tne h i ther to  unsuspected f a c t  that Canada possesses a 

weather s ta t ion  where the average r a i n f a l l  is nearly tnice as great as at any station 

in  the United S ta tes  proper. The s t a t i o n  is on Hend.erson Ldze, near  the vest coast 

of Vancouver Island, B r i t i s h  Columbia, a short  distance from Barclay Sound. me 
rain gauge is i n s t a l l e d  at the Domihioil Fish Hatchery at the north end of the lake, 

with a high mountain lying close t o  the north and east  of it. forced ascent of 

moist winds from the Pac i f ic  passing over t h i s  mountain evidently explains why the 

r a i n f a l l  is far gi*eater here  than at o ther  places on the Western s ide of t h e  island. 

Qle s t a t i o n  was established at the beginning of 1923 and the r a i n f a l l  f o r  

the e i & t  years 1923-1930 has  averaged 251.30 inches a year. Records of older  eta- 

t ions in  the v i c i n i t y  indicate  that the period in  question was a re la t ive ly  dqr one; 

hence tile average r a i n f a l l  at t h i s  place vi11 probably turn out t o  be considerably 

higher when a longer se r ies  of observations is available.  

The ra in ies t  know spot in the continental  U’tlited S ta tes ,  exclusive of 

Alaska, is  Glenora, Tillamook Coupty, Oregon, with an annual averwe of 131.54 inches 

f rom a 25-year record. In  Alaaka the s t a t i o n  a t  Latouche (lat. 60 degrees t.13 minutes 

Nor th . ,  long. 147 degrees 55 minutes Illest) has an avarage of 178.43 inches a year 

f rom a 13-year record. A s t i l l  g r e a t e r  average -- 195.46 inches -- was measured at 
jumbo Mine, Alaska, but the statio2 was closed a f t e r  only three years of observation; 

The heaviest  r a i n f a l l  f o r  t h e  whole Nor th  American continent, so fa r  as 
exis t ing  records show, is at Greytown, Nicaragua, -- viz,  254.91 inches a year -- 
but th i s  f igure i s  from measurements f o r  only 6 years; much t o o  short  a period t o  
furnish a sa t i s fac tory  thormal.tt 
wetter than Grey town. 

( A l l  r igh ts  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

Henderson Lake may eventually prove t o  be even 
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