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has ever v i s i t e d  the Br i t i sh  I s l e s ,  S i r  ChriStOpher Wren was informed t h a t  the 

Oteeples of nearly a l l  the London churches had been damaged. 

a m  sure ,"  rep l ied  the grea t  a r c h i t e c t ,  and he was r@t, f o r  t h i s  church, 

"Not S t .  h s t a n t E ,  I 

of the 

many he had designed, was almost the only one that en t i re ly  escaped injury. 

aperture had been l e f t  in the sp i re  f o r  the wind t o  pass through. 

Wren was a lso  responsible f o r  placing inside the fourteenth century s p i r e  

of chichester Cathedral a swinging balance as a counterpoise t o  the act ion of high 

winds, but in  s p i t e  of this precaution the spire collapsed in  a great  s to rm on 

February 21, 1861. 

watch it. 

The event mag expected and cromds of people had assembled t o  

"The spire,l l  writes Professor willis, itwas seen t o  inc l ine  s l i g h t l y  

then t o  descend perpendicularly i n t o  the church, as one telescope tube sl ides  into 

another, the mass of the tower crumbling beneath it." 

Other English cathedrals have suffered similar injur ies .  I n  a g r e a t  

s to rm on St .  Andrewle Dw i n  1221 two of the l e s s e r  tomers of Worcester Cathedral 

were car r ied  away. In 1548 the spire wa8 blown off the center  tower of Lincoln 

Cathedral. In  1660 Ripon a l so  l o s t  the s p i r e  of i t s  middle tower i n  a storm; and 

i n  1714 the upper par t  of the tower of  St. Asaph Cathedral was blown down. 
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