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By Charles  F i t z h g h  Talman, 
Authori ty  on MeteorolGgy. 

many d e f i n i t i o n s  have been proposed f o r  i t .  

last y e a r  by the  Bri t ish Meteorological Office, Bays that a d e s e r t  i s  

Tho Meteorological Glofisary publ i shed  

region i n  

which the  high temperature and sma.11 r a i n f a l l  render  the evaporation i n  exces8 of 

t h e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n ,  and consequently the re  is i n s u f f i c i e n t  moistQre t o  support  vege- 

'+,e.tion, 11 bu t  t k , i s  d e f i n i t i o n  ignores  bar ren  p d a r  lands of ten  c l a s sed  as dese r t s .  

Dr. Hugh Robert M i l l  w r i t e s  of Ifice desertall  surrounding the  po le s ,  while toe En- 

cyclopaedia  Br i t ann ica ,  a f te r  def in ing  d e s e r t s  as Ilthose lands  which produce insuf- 

f i c i e n t  vege ta t ion  t o  supyort  a human populat ion,  It says3 I'fn ' c o l d  deser t s !  t he  

absence of vege ta t ion  is consequent on the  p r e v a i l i n g  l o w  temperature, while in ihot 

dese r t s !  t h e  causes  a r e  high temperature and d e f i c i e n t  rainfall. 

Some w r i t e r s  c l a s s i f y  as a dese r t  any region having mean average rain- 

f a l l  below some spec i f i ed  amount; ten inches being a f a v o r i t e  l i m i t .  The great Ger- 

man c l ima to log i s t  Xoeppen limits deserts according t o  a somewhat complex method, 

which takes account of temperature as well as the amount and seasonal d i s t r i b u t i o n  

of rainfall. P ro f -  J. W. Gregory de f ines  a d e s e r t  as Ita country with such an a r i d  

c l imate  and such a scanty water  supply t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  impract icable  and occu- 

pa t ion  is found poss ib l e  only f o r  a sparse  populat ion of p a s t o r a l i s t s . "  Dr. Qrif- 

f i t h  Taylor, of the Universi ty  of Chicago, has l a t e l y  euggested t h a t  t he  d e f i n i t i o n  

of t h i s  word is  a task that should b e  tack led  by an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  geographical  con- 

gresq. 

l y  unf i t  f o r  human occupation, and l fsparselands,  11 which, in the  course of time, at- 
t r a c t  a small popuXation of non-nomadic p a s t o r a l i s t s .  

( A l l  rights reserved by Science Service,  Inc.)  

Taylor himself d i s t i ngu i shes  between "deser t s ,  11 which appear t o  be permanent. 
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