
Released upon r e c e i p t  
but intended f o r  use 
Deccmber 9 ,  1931 7 WIFiT3ZWEAT;iER 7 Hailed December 2, 1931 

By Charles $itz'nugn Talman, 
Autnor i ty  on Meteorology. 

ALiZANAI: WUTfiXR W I S T I d N S  
a 

The de lus ive  d a i l y  weather p r e d i c t i o n s  found in/good many modern a1nzanacs.- 

e s p e c i a l l y  those of t he  flmedical" variety--are no modern invention,. as 'they f igured  

i n  similar pub l i ca t ions  as far back aB tne e igh teen th  century.  

examples occur 3.n o ld  Engl i sh  almanacs, Thus i n  John Tanner 's  Almanac f o r  1685 we 

f i n d  mch p r e d i c t i o n s  cu r ious ly  combined with a lj.st of h i s t o r i c  even t s ,  the  ami.- 

v e r s a r i e s  of which f e l l  on correspondins  da tes .  For example: 

Many i n t e r e s t i n g  

Jan. 4. King Charles crown'd at Schoon i n  Scotland--blu6tering extreme. 
Jan. 9. King Cnarles tne F i r s t  l e f t  London--clouds th rea t en .  
May 8.  &ast long par l iament  began--thunder-line. 
Mag 20. Oxford t r e a t y  began--windy. 

Tnese e a r l y  p red ic t ions  were-- a8 tne  weatiier prognos t ica t ions  of tile 

almanacs 'nave nea r ly  always been-.-entirely i n d e f i n i t e  as t o  tne p l ace  o r  region t o  

whicn tney Tere supposed t o  apply*  rience, even i n  So small a country as Great 

a r i t a i n ,  tney n t r e  p r e t t y  su re  t o  co:ne t rue  eoineruiere. 

i b l e  aa t o  d a t e ,  and tnus  almost i n f a l l i b l e .  

Many Rere also q u i t e  flex- 

Til6 absu rd i ty  of sucrl p rognos t ica t ions  m u s t  nave always men  recognized 

by i n t e l l i g e n t  people ,  and i n  f a c t ,  as l o n g  ago as t h e  year  1664, we f i n d  them bur.- 

lesqped i n  "Poor .Zobin,'l the f i r s t  of tne comic alaanacs, with such announcements 

as tnese t  

January: 5nere w i l l  De Inucn f r o s t  and cold waatner--in Greenland,. 
February: fie may expect Sone sflowers of rain t h i s  month o r  tile ne%t,  o r  

trie next a f t e r  that ,  o r  e l s e  we shall have a very dry spr ing ,  
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