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ALMANAC WEATHER PREDICTIONS

a ‘
The delusive daily weather predictions found in/zood many modern almanacs. -

especially those of the "medical' variety--are no modern invention, as‘they figured
in similar publications_as far back ab the eighteenth century. Many lnteresting
examples occur in old English almanacs. Thus in John Tapner's Almanac for 1889 we
find such predictions curiously combined with a list of historic events, the anni.
versaries of which fgll:on co;responding date35 For example:

Jan. 4. King Charles crown'd at 3choon in 3cotland--blustering extreme.

Jan. 9. King Charles tne First left Loadon--clouds threaten.

May 8. Last long parliament began--taunder-lixke.

May 20. Qxford treaty pegan-~windy.

Tnese early predictions were-- as tne weatler prognostications of tne
almanacs havs nearly always been--entirely indefinite as to ﬁne’place or reglon to
» which they vere suppos§d to apply. dence, even in so small a country as Great
Britain, tney were pretty sure to come true somewaere. JMany were also gquite flex-
iple as to date, and thus almost infallible.

Tae absurdity of suca prognostications must neve always been recognized
by iptelligent people, and in fact, as long ago as tne year 1664, we find trnem bur-
lesgped in "Poor Robin," the first of tne comic almanacs, with such announcehents
as taese:

January: Taere will de much frost and cold weataer--in Greenland.

February: Ve may expect some snowers of rain this month or the next, or

tae next after that, or else we shall have a very dry spring.
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