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I_ TWO AIR MYSTSRIES 

A poem of Whitt ier ta  he lps  keep a l i v e  the rmmory of a mysterious light 

f o m e r l y  reputed t o  haunt the Bhores of Block Is land-  Here i s  an -tract: 

Nor looks nor  tones a doubt b e t r w ,  
ft!l t is known t o  us ala, 
"We too have seen i t  i n  our day." 

For s t i l l  on many a moonless night ,  
From Kingston Head and f r o m  Montaulc Lipat, 
The spec ter  kindlos  and burns i n  sight. 

Now low and d i m ,  now clear and higher, 
Leaps up the terrible ghos t  of f i r e ;  
!then slowly einking the flames expire. 

they quie t ly  say; 

And the wise Sound skippers,  though skies be f i n e ,  
Beef t he i r  sails when they see the sign 
O f  the  blazing wreck of the Palat ine.  

According to legend, the l igh t  was the ~ShOet Of a ship named the I ' P a l a t i n e , ~ ~  which 

had been burned by wreckers off t h i s  shore. 

mese t a l e s  bear  a striking resembhme to those t o l d  of the "f i re  &ipe 

of BW Chaleur, Canada, repor t s  of which have, however, extended over a longer 

per iod a d  come down to reoent times. 

mospheric or otherv ise ,  back of these s t o r i e s ?  

I B  there  mY Peal phenomenon of nature ,  at- 
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