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SkOKE I N  NEW YORK AIR 
---I_-- 

I n  New York Ci ty  measurements of atrtoepheric pol lut ion a r e  made r e g u l a r l y  

a k ’ t h e  Central  Fark Observatory, operated by the  Weather Bureau, by means of an Eng- 

l i s h  inetrument t h a t  makes automatic r n c o r d p  a t  i n t e r v a l s  of f i f t e e n  minutee through- 

out the day m d  night .  ~>; t& record ccneis tp  of a rclund smudge on t h e  border of a 

revolving di& of white b l o t t i n g  paper,  throuch which a d e f i n i t e  amount of air is 

drawn. 

of standard shades. 

The degree of pol lu t ion  .le determined by comparing the smudges with a sca le  

Concerning the r e s u l t e  of theve LoeaEurements David R .  Mclrrie, 

in charge of t h e  obeervatory, sW8: 

“The g r e a t e e t  6m&e, i t  is found, occurs between the hours of seven and 

nine in  the morning, when f a c t o r y  stokers and apartment house firemen start up t h e i r  

furnaces,  and when the  a i n d ,  on the whole, is comparatively l i g h t .  The l e a s t  smoke 

i e  detected betmeen one and three  i n  the af ternoon,  when s t rong convectional c u r r e n t s  

of wind a r e  cormon. The t e s t s  E ~ O W  t h a t  the amount of smoke depend t o  a great ex- 

t e n t  upon the  force  and d i r e c t i o n  of the 

When the winds are high there  i a  l i t t l e  emake, v h i l e  i n  calm weather the 

Bnkoke hangs over the c i t y  i n  a dense p a l l .  

if3 n a t u r a l l y  heavies t  when the winds blovr from t h e  nee t  and southwest; the d i r e c t i o n  

For a given s t rength of wind, the smoke 

in which the b i g  New JerPey f a c t o r i e s  l i e .  Last year February and June were the 

d i r t i e s t  months -- the l a t t e r  on account of l i g h t  winde. 
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