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By Char1 os  35 tzhugh T a l n a n ,  
Aut+hority on ideteorology. 

Tine c r u s t i n g  of snow i s  f a m i l i a r  t o  evex.yhd:r vho knoas snow at a l l ,  but  

QOng those rho witness t h i s  phenomenm ev?ry winter  th(31-0 are many mho do not ?,man 

tha t  the hard l aye r  a t  the  SurfacQ of a snorrfiold i s  u t i l i z e d  i n  some p a r t s  of the 

w r l d  as a means of malring a l ivel ihood.  The p r a c t i c e  knovm as ncrust-huntingll i n  

Canada and the northern United S t a t e s  is  common i n  northern Siber ia .  

"In the spr ing ,"  nays 7 .  G. Bogoras i n  t h s  kmerican Anthropologist, IIdGr- 

ing long, almost endleso days, the  upper surface of the snow thaiTine; under the  

midday sun and f reez ing  again i n  the night ,  gradual ly  turns i n t o  a hard c r u s t ,  t h e  

so-called fInastI1 i n  the loca l  Russian d i a l e c t .  This mol? c r u s t  is of the highest  

importance f o r  the conditions of spr ing hunting of the  so-called meat-bringing 

character .  

l y  mizn supporting himself up011 skis. 

into the inner,  s o f t  snow, c u t t i n g  t h e i r  legs against the sharp edges of the broken 

Dog, man and wolf may e a s i l y  run upon tils Surface of the snow, especial-  

But  heavier  wild reindeer  and elk break tliroixh 

c r u s t ,  and so they become h e l p l e s s  wainst t h e i r  pursuersr  

in  the north,  the Gold and the Samaghir in  the Amur countW, Provide the b e t t e r  p a r t  

The Tmgus and Yulraghir 

of t h e i r  food l a s t i n g  f o r  a f u l l  q u a r t e r  of a year  by Just t h i s  spr ing  hunting of 

e lk  and reindeer  on the hard snow c r u s t .  I t  
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