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Some curious cases  of c i r c u l a r  a i r  cur ren ts  a r e  indicated by the, fcllowing 

" In  the bush country located between Bulavayo, Southern Rhodesia, and a 

small v i l l age  t o  the north ce.lleb the Lonely Mine, during Augoet, 1929, a b ig  bush 

f i r e  w a s  raging, and there wae a "3 wind bloving at about 25 m i l o s  an hour. The 

Of the f i r e  and s t a r t e d  t o  b w n  f i r e  paths ,  keeping the f i r e s  they had made wel l  

under cont ro l  t o  windward, when a etrange e f f e c t  of whirlvinds Pa6 obeerved. A 

Whirlwind would a tar t  up and ca r ry  a column of f i r e  and emoke f i r e t  acroBB wind, then 

do a left-hand c i r c u i t  and &e s t r a i g h t  back tovl.ard the  advanciw f i r e ,  aqainst  

Wind. The flames were about 30 f e o t  h igh ,  but smoke and burnt grass were ca r r i ed  

upvarde t o  over 2,000 f e e t .  

'113e second case  i n  which exac t ly  the same observations were made took 

Place at the South African A i r  Force aerodrome, P re to r i a ,  during June last year. lple 

machine-gun t a rge t  i s  located on the north s i d e  of the aerodrome, and on t h i s  parti- 

c u l a r  day t r a c e r  b u l l e t s  s e t  f i r e  t o  the grass.  

from the north,  the  f i r e  Boon spread acroFF the nvhnle f i @ l d .  

A s  there ma* a strong breeze b lov ' ing  

Every avaf lab le  man 

yas turned out  t o  t r y  t o  keep the  f i r e  from spreading across  the whole a r e a ,  and t h i e  

could have been done if i t  had not been f o r  the etrange behavior of EL l o t  Of mal1 

VhirlwSnde, which, i n  several  inetances , car r ied  t h e  f i r e  r igh t  round. the f i re-f  ight-  

e r 6 ,  i n  a c i r c l e ,  Naturally the men had t o  run f o r  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  a8 the flmt.tS were 

f rom four  t o  e i x  f e e t  high. 

fee t . "  

The ddbr i s  i n  t h i s  case mas ca r r i ed  up about 150 t o  200 
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