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- 4 FIUXCH ICE CAVE 

Guidebooks a r e  not strong in  accounts of na tura l  wondera, and there is no 

mention in  Baedelcerts ItNorthem France" of one of Europete most celebrated ice caveB, 

Published descr ipt ions of which run back to  the 16th century. 

188-Paesavant, and is near  the  c i t j  of Basancon. 

I t  is ca l led  Chawt- 

This is  one Of several  hropean 

d i t ion  in the middle o f  August: 

"The bottom of the cava nas enti.re1.y covtt?:ed. with a f l co r ing  of Ice. How 

thick t h i s  f loor ing  Fits there was no means of  judging, as there mere no holes, but  

i t  must have been at l eas t  trio o r  three meters thick in  places. A t  the back of t h e  

a fia8ui*ea I t  '?as perhaps f i v e  metere high. 

"Perh&ps the most remalikable fea ture  of a11 W a f 3  Six Or ~ ~ v e n  #Teat stalug- 

mites, shaped l i k e  cone8 o r  rough pyramids, wfiich ro8e on the f l o o r  of the cave. One 

of these WP.S at l e a s t  f i v e  meters i n  diameter and six in  height,  and seemed perfect-  

9 .. 

ly s o l i d .  In  the case of  two of the others ,  honever, the cones were broken on one 

aide,  revealing in each the stem and branches of a y o w , ~  pine t r ee ,  

had been pl.anted i n  the ice m d  round them the c o l r n n ? ~ . ~  had grcvn. 

i ce  cone8 w0re thun artFficie.1 in  t h e i r  o r ig in  I coui.d not  de tortnjne=ll 

mesa evidently 

Whetller 8.11 tlie 

(&I1 r i g h t s  rcsorved by S c i o x o  S d - r v i ~ 0 ,  IncV) 


