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- THE DOLI?RUh!S 

&e name lldoldrumefl i t 3  given t o  thc e q u a t o r i d  ocesnic be l t  of cloudy and 

rainy Weather, v i t h  l i t t l e  wind. except i n  t h o  form of occasional thunderequallea 

ly ing  between tho two trade-wind b e l t e .  

in l a t i t u d e  with the ~ e a e o n 8  though t h e i r  movement i s  much  lee^ than that of t he  

The doldrums, l ike the t rade  winde, 8 h i f t  

Sun, Which cnuses i t ,  averaging eomnthing like f i v e  degrees on e i t h a r  e ide of the 

mean noki t ion,  a i th  a lag of from on8 t o  two raonths behind the eun. 

The modern t r ave le r ,  rho  croseee the doldrums i n  a etsamship, hard ly  

the  discomforts endured i n  t h i e  region i n  sailing-ship d a y s ,  when veee@lB 

were often becalmed the re  f o r  weeke. 

l a P t  century: "Besidse being R region of calms and baffling winds, i t  if3 notad for 

i ts  rain8 and clouds, which make it  one of the moat bppreeeive and dlsa(fr@e861e 

Wury wrote of th i6  b e l t  i n  t h e  middle Of the 

An old nautiml name f o r  t h e  doldrume, now almoet  forgot ten ,  WRE "the 

Pmmq3.'' I n  French it  i~ 60~3 th leB  c a l l e d  the  "pot au noir. ' j  
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