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CURIOUS ICE 

The English explorer Parry,  during h i e  ttttempt t o  reach tho north Pole i n  

from a base in Spitsbergun i n  the year  1827, obesrvsd a curious v a r i e t y  of 

i c e -  

?laced v e r t i c a l l y ,  and near ly  c l am together;  t h e i r  length varying;, i n  d i f f e r e n t  

Piece8 Of ice,  from f i v e  t o  t e n  inchee,  and their  breadth i n  the  middle about half  

an inch,  but pointed at both ende. The upper PurfRce o f  i c e  hnvlnq t h l p  etz7.ICtwe 

*ometimeB looke l ike greenish ve lve t ;  a v e r t i c a l  sec t ion  of I t  which frequent ly  

OCCUrg a t  the margin of floes, rer-.embles, w h i l e  i t  remains compact) the most beauti-  

f u l  W t i n  WS, and ~ s b s s t o s  when f a l l i n g  t o  piacoe. 

fmmOn th is  k i n a  of i c e  afforded g r e t  t y  firm footing; b u t )  a0 tho 8 u m e r  advanced, 

the needlee became more ~ O O F ~  and movable, rendering I t  extremely fa t igu ing  t o  walk 

Over them, besides c u t t l n g  our boots m d  f e e t ,  on which account the men Called them 

It  was composed, he eays, "of numborleeP i r r e g u l a r  needle-like C r Y F t a l S ,  

A t  t h i e  e a r l y  p a r t  of the  

penkn ive 8 .  I 11 
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