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The hamat tan  i s  a very d r y  wind, which prevails in noetuxn Africa duri:lg 

the dry seaaon (Noveniber to h r c h ) .  

Desert cools rapidly,  owing t o  i t 8  clearneee and la& of moisture, which favor 

1088 of heat  by radiation, so tha t  it teL1d.e to f low outward t o  the coaat, especial 

southwestward t o  the Gulf of Guinea, and replacs the warmer and l i g h t e r  air there4 

During this soason the air over t h B  Sahara 

Being both diy and re la t ive ly  cool, it afforda a welcome r e l i e f  from the monotonous 

d m  heat of the t ropics ,  and on account of i t a  health-giving qua l i t i e s  i t  is  kn0wn 

loca l ly  ae "the doctort1; a t e r s  applied on o ther  t ropical  coastrs t o  the eea breeze, 

I t s  bad feature is that it br i rqs  from the i n t e r i o r  a grea t  quantity of f ine  dust, 

which penetrates  in to  houses by every crevice. 

to  form a thick haze, vhfch impedes navigation on tho rivere. 

t ion indicates that hamattan dust is mainly of desert  or igin,  but some of i t  Con- 

~ i i s  duet i s  often eo prevalent 
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sists of ash from the g rea t  gram f i r e s  eet  by the natives. 
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