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By Charles E'itzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Xeteorology. 

$LIELATI C CYCISS 

Whfle meteorological records prove the f a l s i t y  of the populnr idea that 

mwked C a e s  of cllmate occur within tho span of a human l i fe t ime,  theeo records 

are eupposed by m y  authori t ioe to  ShOV that var ia t ions of neather f rom Year t o  

Year Bra not haphazard and for tu i tous ,  but occur In a more o r  l o s s  rhythmical W e Y *  

1% i e  a180 widely held that, apar t  f rom eviddnco f urniehod by instnulorltal 

mmts of woathor, all af which aro of compurativoly rocont date, cycl ica l  varictione 

Of c l i m t e  are IndScated by the older recorda of h&meats,  vintagee, lake l eve ls ,  

ice conditions in r ivers  and harbors, the extension of g l ac i e r s  and various hietor- 

events; l b n i s e  in the  thi .din.~iSS OE the annual ring8 seen in cross-sections 

Of 018 tree8 (including fossil t rees  of remote ant lqui ty) ,  and the thfclazme of 

annual s i l t  d@pOclitB in tho formor beds of ancient glu0ia.l lakee .  

In f ac t ,  the t o t a l  nuuiber of climatic cycles announced by different  inves- 

tigators, ranging In length from a f 817 days to  several  centuriebl, rune into the 

hundreds; ye t  sone of these alleged cycles are 80 regular and 80 clear ly  defined 

to  be universal ly  recognized by c l i m t o l ~ g i s t s .  The most v.rfdeiy accepted is that 

h o r n  a8 the Brueckner Cycle, named f o r  the l a t e  Professor 4d.uard Brutsck32erp nho 

found that average conditions of temperature, ra infa l f  and barometric preeeure f o r  

large groups of etat lone In d i f fe ren t  par te  of the m r l d  v a r y  n i t h h  comparatively 

narrov limits in an i r regular  period averctging about 35 yeare. 
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