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The name of Wilson A. Bent ley ,  who d ied  December 23, vas knovn t o  every 

s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d e n t  o f  Neather i n  the  world,  thoush a o n t l e y  r a y  n e i t h e r  a 

scifjnce nor  B s c h o l a r .  

a i d  him, en r i ched  ~ c i c n c e  with thousands of m r v e l o u s  microscopic  prlOtOgr3P~i~ of 

 ow c r y s t a l s  and  of otnrir minute f o r m  o f  ice and  water. 

Was t o  Photograph euch o b j e c t e .  

:nor& t h a n  5,000, and no two were e x a c t l y  alike. 

of 

He was a Vermont farmr, who, with l i t t l e  b o w  learnillg; t o  

Hie noboy f o r  46 Yeare 

His c o l l e c t i o h  of enow c r y s t a l  n e g a t i v e s  nunibtired 

B%Om tiat; t o  tlm p i c t u r e 8  frotn t i l i e  c o l l s c t i o n  crpparttd i n  0 0 0 6 8 ,  mag&- 

zincs and  neRspapers,  and tr,e photogropfkr  t h u s  e v e n t u a l l y  became a n a t i o n a l  

c e l e b r i t y *  

tures, however, remsined unpubl i shed  u n t i l  the A.ntr1can Moteorological  Soc ie ty  J 

with the a id  Of funds  provided  by a generous Jos tonian ,  wno inodastly rbniafIus anow-  

mOUf3, s ecu red  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of a O O O $ ,  e n t i t l e d .  'Isnow C r p t a l e , l l  which Contains Q 

copious s e l s c t i o n  of B e n t l e y ' s  photogr%pne, with d e w r i p t i v e  t e x t  by D r ,  W e  J -  

HmPbeYB. 

ski l l ful  photographer ,  

He was o f t e n  r e f u r r b d  t o  as ' l tne snoafla,:e mn' l .  Many of his  b e e t  Pic- 

This unique  volume appeared only a few w b e h  before t h e  d e a t n  Of the  

% n t l e y  t o l d  me a few years ago that, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  va lue  of hie time, 

e s t i w t e d  a t  t h e  low rste of  $1.50 ,% day, he had i n v e s t e d  upwerde Of $1.5,000 i n  his 

F ~ l o t o g r s p h s ,  nhi l c  the g r o s s  proceeds from the a.;ile of them d i d  not  exceed $4,000- 

And t o  W r y  B. M u l l o t t ,  of  the American Magazine, ne once said: "I 9 Poor 

i n  the s a t i s f a c t i o n  I get  out  of my work. In t'nat r e s p e c t  1 One of the 

r i c h e e t  inen i n  t h e  world." 
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218t  

retierved by Jc i encs  S e r v i c e ,  Inc. ) 

SCIENCE 2EBVICE 
and Gone t 1. t u t  i o n  +e. 
%ebington,  D.C.  

--3------- 


